KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

LUNAR RETREAT

An interactive dance installation by Nichole Canuso | Branching Paths.

Image: In a darkened room, dancers Chloe Marie Newton, Rhonda Moore and Helen Hale lean into one
another, their bodies washed with shifting blue projections that ripple across the curtains and floor.
Dancer Eun Jung Choi is in the background in blurred movement. Photo Credit: Theo Cote
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Performance Information
Lunar Retreat is a World Premiere presented at the Philadelphia FringeArts Festival

Performances take place in the Leonard Pearlstein Gallery on the Drexel Campus from
September 9, 2026 through September 20, 2026.

Run time varies from 60-90 minutes with no intermission.

Lunar Retreat is an interactive, multi-sensory performance inspired by the gradual,
growing distance between the Moon and Earth. This immersive experience invites
audiences to wander, witness, and reflect on how we move through care, loss and
transformation - both individually and collectively. Lunar Retreat was created by choreographer
Nichole Canuso in collaboration with ocean explorer and visual artist Rebecca Rutstein,
experimental sound designer Bobby McElver, set designer Anna Kiraly, video designer Kate
Freer and a visionary cast of performers. It opens a space for poetic, playful, and communal
connection with the shifting rhythms of our planetary bodies. Lunar Retreat reflects on our
deep evolutionary ties to the ocean and the moon, reminding us that we are all interconnected
with the natural world.

Audience Interaction and Recommendations
Lunar Retreat offers gentle invitations, individualized prompts, and communal activities:

You will be invited to move through the performance space at your own pace.
You will listen to the performance through headphones with adjustable volume.
You will be invited to read materials and should bring reading glasses if needed.
In some sections dancers will guide and interact with you through light touch,
inviting you to join them in gestures and movement.

Covid-19 Safety policy: This event does not require masks to be worn.

e You must remove or cover your street shoes inside the performance installation.
Socks and disposable shoe covers are available prior to the show from the front of
house staff.

e The gallery space is air conditioned. You may want to wear layers for comfort.

e Lunar Retreat is best enjoyed by audience members 13+ years of age.

You may exit and re-enter the performance space if necessary. Upon exiting, you will be
greeted by an usher who can direct you to a bathroom, a quiet space, or anywhere else you
wish to go. The ushers will help you return to the performance once you are ready.



Location, Building Access, and Transportation

Lunar Retreat will be performed at the Leonard Pearlstein Gallery in the URBN Center Annex
at Drexel University. The address is:

3401 Filbert Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
T. 215.895.2548
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There are three concrete steps directly in front of the entrance to the URBN Center Annex and
the Pearlstein Gallery An accessible, ramped entrance is located at the far right side of the
main entrance. The entrance doors are automatic and a push button plate is located at the top
of the ramp on the left side. The Pearlstein Gallery is located on the right when you enter the
URBN Center Annex lobby.

Transportation by Car
There is metered street parking around Pearlstein Gallery. You can use the Meter Up/Park
Mobile app or pay at the kiosk. Drexel University recommends using the accessible Public

Parking Garage on 34th and Market. Please note that parking may be limited due to student
move-in.

Public Transportation
Please check the SEPTA website for updated information on schedules.

The Market Street Line L1 and Light Rail T1 stop at 34th and Market Streets, which is a 3-5
minute walk northwest to the Pearlstein Gallery entrance. The station is not wheelchair
accessible. Nearby bus routes include. the 30, 31, 49 and LUCY. There is a bike rack outside of
the URBN Center Annex.


https://drexel.edu/pearlsteingallery/
https://drexel.edu/business-services/parking/locations/garage
https://drexel.edu/business-services/parking/locations/garage

Accessibility

Nearly all audience members will experience Lunar Retreat through music and spoken text
delivered through over-the-ear headphones. ASL interpretation, pre-recorded Audio
Description (AD) and tactile tours are offered on select dates. Dancers and staff are trained as
sighted guides. We invite you to engage with Lunar Retreat in whatever way honors your lived
experience.

Please direct all accessibility questions to Accessibility Coordinator, Lee Etzold at
LEtzold@HelloArtsCollective.com. Please arrive at least 30 minutes before the
performance for an orientation, touch tour and headset check.

ég Video Welcome for ASL Interpreted Performance (45 seconds)

AD) Audio Welcome for AD Performances (2 minutes)

Pre Show Notes (7 minutes) and Audio Headshots (1 minute)

White Canes Connect Podcast (1 hour, 18 minutes) featuring choreographer
Nichole Canuso, advocate Natanya Sortland, and dancer Shannon Brooks, hosted
by Simon Bonenfant. Listening Options: Apple Podcasts, Spotify, YouTube

Tactile Experience
The Lunar Retreat tactile experience includes set materials, costume fabrics, props and 3-D

interpretations of the Lunar Retreat floorplan. Tactile items will be presented in the lobby of
the Pearlstein Gallery and inside the performance space. While available for anyone to explore,
this experience is prioritized for nonvisual and neurodiverse audience members.

Personal Care Attendants (PCA)

Complimentary tickets are available for a disabled patron’s PCA or supporting family member.
Due to the limited number of headsets, we cannot guarantee a headset will be available for
PCAs or supporting family members.

Sensory Tool Library
A sensory tool lending library will be available for each performance. There is something

squishy, something soft, and something prickly. Coloring pages and noise cancelling
headphones are provided to create a quiet space in the lobby area.

Service Animals
Service animals are welcome. There are designated areas for service animal relief. Emotional
support animals cannot be accommodated.


https://nicholecanusodance.org/accessibility/
mailto:LEtzold@HelloArtsCollective.com
https://nicholecanusodance.org/lunar-retreat-asl-interpreted-welcome
https://nicholecanusodance.org/lunar-retreat-ad-welcome
https://nicholecanusodance.org/lunar-retreat-pre-show-notes
https://nicholecanusodance.org/lunar-retreat-performer-self-descriptions
https://whitecanesconnect.com/lunar-retreat-where-accessibility-becomes-part-of-the-art/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/look-forward-to-lunar-retreat-an-accessible-fringe/id1592248709?i=1000785404107
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2hVkQAdMTjlRyXAVnYc4pg
https://youtu.be/9FSPAj2Dbo0?si=7s3K6ypi95t0yvcn

Lunar Retreat Collaborators

Artistic Director/Choreography, Nichole Canuso
Set design, Anna Kiraly

Composer/Sound Design, Bobby McElver
Associate Sound Design, Padra Crisafulli
Video Design, Kate Freer

Associate Video Designer, Carlos Johns-Davila
Costume Design, Olivera Gajic

Creative Producer, Carlos Diaz Stoop
Production Manager, Sarah Chandler
Assistant Production Manager, Carlo Benavides
Stage Manager, Payton Smith

Assistant Stage Manager, Alexa Love Simon
Board Operator, Will Lazar

Visual Artist, Rebecca Rutstein

Dramaturgy, Nicki Pombier

Vocals, Eliza Hardy-Jones

Voice Actors, Sigh CK, Mel Krodman

Outreach Coordinator, Jennifer Turnbull
Accessibility Coordinator, Lee Etzold

Audio Description, Nicole Sardella

American Sign Language Interpretation and Consultation, Hedie Kelly
Accessibility Coach/Consultant: Simon Bonenfant, Natanya Sortland, Teraca Florence, Lisa

Sonneborn

Performers/Guides: (and audio headshots)

Annie Wilson, Eun Jung Choi, Chelsea Murphy, Chloe Marie Newton, Helen Hale, Nichole
Canuso Rhonda Moore, Tammy Carrasco, and Shannon Brooks

Funders

Lunar Retreat was developed with support from The Pew Center for Arts and Heritage, The
Philadelphia Cultural Fund, The Wyncote Foundation, Starich Foundation, The Suzanne
Roberts Foundation and with residency support from Bogliasco Foundation, Headlands Center

for the Arts, Subcircle and FringeArts.


https://nicholecanusodance.org/project/lunar-retreat/
https://nicholecanusodance.org/lunar-retreat-performer-self-descriptions
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